
Send this Application to: Adi Hartfeil
4230 Terra Vista Ct., West Linn, OR 97068

Membership - GROW $ 5.00
Membership - GRHS $50.00

LIFE Membership - GRHS $1,000.00 - (Min. $200 per year)
(US Funds Only)

Check         Money Order

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
NEW RENEW 

Please Print

Date ______________________________________________

NAME _____________________________________________

ADDRESS __________________________________________

__________________________________________________

CITY _________________________STATE/PROV___________ 

ZIPCODE/POSTAL CODE ________________________________

PHONE NO. _________________________________________

EMAIL _____________________________________________

ANCESTRAL VILLAGE __________________________________

FAMILY SURNAMES ___________________________________

Enclosed is my remittance of $ ___________________________

Y ou can help the Society to further its efforts in
researching, recording, filing and publishing all

of the interesting
achievements con-
nected with our
forebearers. Your
own mark will
become an endur-
ing tribute to 
posterit y. What we
preserve and build upon will be a benefit to our 
children and generations to come. The deeds of
today will be cherished tomorrow.

Each GRHS member receives an annual subscrip-
tion to HHeerriittaaggee  RReevviieeww (4 issues per year). Please
note, the membership year is January 1-December 31.
The publication contains articles of historical and
cultural value about the life of our ancestors, infor-
mation about valuable books and reports on the
society activities. You will also receive a membership
card and access to DDeerr  SSttaammmmbbaauumm via a username
and password.

WWEELLCCOOMMEE  TTOO  GGRROOWW

G ROW is located in Portland, OR. This
Germans from Russia Oregon & Washington

Chapter is affiliated with GRHS (Germans from
Russia Heritage Society) headquartered in
Bismarck, ND, founded in 1971. 

Chapter Meetings are held at the Deutsches
Haus/German America Society building, 5626 NE
Alameda St., Portland, OR

MMIISSSSIIOONN  SSTTAATTEEMMEENNTT
The GROW Chapter functions as a non-profit,

non-political, non-denominational organization,
incorporated under the laws of the State of North
Dakota. Its aims are educational and social. Its pur-
pose is to bring together people who are interested
in discovering the common history unique to
Germanic-Russian ethnics and to preserve the many
elements of their rich heritage. We welcome all those
who are interested in their heritage, whether directly
or indirectly related to the Germans from Russian
Saga. 

To become a member please fill out the
Membership Application and mail to the GROW
Treasurer. Your membership places you in direct con-
tact with people of mutual interests in various
aspects of the very interesting Germans from Russia
Culture.

How You 
Can Help...
What You 

Can Receive

To view the GROW website
www.GROW-chapter.webs.com

GROW publishes quarterly Newsletters 
and monthly Chapter Meeting summaries.
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To join GRHS & GROW...

www.GROW-chapter.webs.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Roger Haas, President/GRHS Director Rep

rahaas@haasfamily.us - (503) 659-8248

Jan Haberman, Vice President/Sunshine Chair
haberman988@msn.com - (503) 252-5480

Jeanette McDermid, Secretary/Library Specialist
toadlilyunique@comcast.net - (503) 666-6939

Adi Hartfeil, Treasurer-Membership
abhartfeil@comcast.net - (503) 636-2272

Allen White, Caller/Brochure Disseminator
allenandnancy@juno.com - (503) 253-9551

Oscar Geiszler, Fundraising
oscarandlorraine@msn.com - (503) 656-1802

Ell Schiermeister
(360) 253-2499

Harold Lang, Membership Recruiter/Calling Chair
vhlang@q.com - (503) 251-2948

Larry Kuntz, Name Badge Chair, Brochure Printer
vwlarry@comcast.net - (360-953-8709

Nancy White, Alternate #1
allenandnancy@juno.com - (503) 253-9551

Sharon Bell, Alternate #2, Set-Up Chair
bellglen@teleport.com - (503) 254-2583



F R E Q U E N T LY  A S K E D  Q U E S T I O N S A B O U T  G R H S  &  G R O W

You are invited to attend our Chapter Meetings 
on the fourth Sunday of each month at 2 p.m. (except December, July, August) 

Call Jan Haberman 503-252-5480 to confirm meeting dates.

DIRECTIONS TO GROW-CHAPTER MEETINGS
DEUTSCHES HAUS/German America Society Bldg., 5626 NE Alameda St, Portland, OR

From the North: From I-205 take exit 32A (Sandy), turn right on Killingsworth, cross over I-205 and turn right on Sandy Blvd. go
to 57th, right on Alameda. Or from I-5 take exit 37, Martin Luther King /99 S to Columbia Blvd. left on Columbia to Cully, right on
Cully which turns into 57th, at Sandy turn right on to Alameda.

From the South: From I-205 take exit 21A (Glisan), turn left on Glisan, west to 60th Ave. and turn right. Or from I-5 and West,
take I-84 east take exit 3 (60th Ave) turn left on Glisan and then left on 60th Ave. Go north on 60th to Halsey, left to 57th and right
on 57th to the intersection of 57th,

There is a parking lot on Alameda across from the Deutsches Haus.

QQ:: WWhhoo  aarree  GGeerrmmaannss  ffrroomm  RRuussssiiaa??
A: They are descendents of Germans who migrated to The
Volga region of Russia as a result of the 1763 manifesto by
Catherine II, Empress of Russia, and to the Black Sea region as
a result of the 1804 manifesto by her grandson Alexander I.
QQ:: WWhhyy  ddiidd  sshhee  iissssuuee  iitt??
A: It invited foreigners, including Germans, to move to Russia
and farm the fertile unsettled land. It promised free land, no
taxes for 10 years, freedom of religion, no military service, inter-
est free loans for purchase of livestock, farm equipment, etc.  
QQ:: WWhhyy  ddiidd  tthheeyy  lleeaavvee  GGeerrmmaannyy??
A: They left because conditions were bad in Germany at 
that time. There were wars, crop failures, famine, religious 
persecution, etc.
QQ:: WWhhyy  ddiidd  tthheeyy  lleeaavvee  RRuussssiiaa  aanndd  ggoo  ttoo  AAmmeerriiccaa??
A: In the 1870s the Russian government reneged on many of
the promises in the manifestos, so the settlers started migrating
out of Russia to the USA, Canada and South America, etc. One
of the attractions to migrate to the USA resulted from Abraham
Lincoln signing the Homestead Act of 1862, which gave immi-
grants 160 acres of land if they would live on it and become an
American Citizen.
QQ:: WWhheerree  ddiidd  tthheeyy  sseettttllee  iinn  tthhee  UU..SS..AA..??
A: They started settling in the Midwest because that's where
the land was available. They settled further west as the land was
taken up. That’s why there are so many Germans from Russia
in the Dakotas. Also, railroads were built in the 1860s and 70s
across the plains which made it easier access to the land.

QQ:: TThheerree''ss  mmoorree  tthhaann  oonnee  GGeerrmmaann  ggrroouupp..  II  ddoonn''tt  kknnooww  wwhhiicchh
oonnee  II  mmiigghhtt  jjooiinn..
A: There are three groups: Black Sea, Volga, and Volhynian.
GROW emphasizes the study of Black Sea Germans who immi-
grated to southwest of Moscow after 1804.

SSoonngg  ooff  RReemmeemmbbrraannccee

Where are the old-timers gone,
That robust race of pioneers?
Where are their memories flown
Of joy and grief in by-gone years?

Where are the tales they used to tell
Of life and love when they were young?
Where are the songs they sang so well,
The hearty sounds of the mother-tongue?

Where are the sayings wise and true
From traditions’ ancient store?
There are the customers old and new
That graced the lives of rich and poor?

Shall their history turn to dust,
Windswept from short-lived memory?
Or will it be saved in sacred trust
As a living heirloom for posterity?

~ Joseph S. Height, Paradise on the Steppe,
(Ann Arbor, MI 1989, page 409.)

T he GRHS headquarters in Bismarck, ND is ide-
ally located in the heartland of our ethnic

group on the continental northern plains. It has
become the leading research center for the Black Sea
Germans from Russia in the United States and
Canada. These ancestors migrated in great numbers
to the Dakota Territory beginning in 1873. By the
end of the century, they became a predominant 
ethnic group in this area. Although descendents of
these German immigrant forefathers have scattered
far and wide, the ancestral ties always go back to the
pioneer settlement heartland-the place of New World
roots.

The Societ y collects, lists, and catalogues 
published materials and personal documents that
tell of the European
migrations and exodus
from the pioneer life on
the plains. These materi-
als can be read and
researched in our library
at 1125 West Turnpike
Avenue, Bismarck, ND
58501-8115. The GRHS library at our international
headquarters contains many books and magazines
dealing with our ancestors.

We want and need your help to preserve what has
been handed down and to build new connections.
We need to tell the facts of our forefathers' 
migrations and their pioneering spirit. We believe it
is an exciting story and one that is a source of pride
in our German heritage. We have members from 
48 states, 5 Canadian provinces, Germany, and
other countries. In 2001 GROW became a Chapter
of GRHS and is a 501c3 under the GRHS charter.

“In all of us there is a
hunger, marrow deep, 
to know our heritage-to

know who we are 
and where we came

from.”

~ Alex Haley 


